
Appendix B 
 
3215  Horseshoe Crab Harvest Moratorium 

 
                1.0  Under the Department’s authority granted in 

§2701(a) of 7 Del. C. to administer a program for the conservation and 
management of horseshoe crabs, it shall be unlawful for anyone, except 
as specified in §2702 and §2704(b) of 7 Del. C., to collect by means of a 
dredge or to collect or attempt to collect by any means any horseshoe 
crab or parts thereof from Delaware lands or waters for a period of two 
consecutive years beginning January 1, 2007.  It shall further be 
unlawful to land from a vessel in Delaware any horseshoe crabs taken 
from outside of Delaware’s jurisdiction for a period of two years 
beginning January 1, 2007.  For the two-year term of this harvest 
moratorium, all other horseshoe crab regulations are suspended, except 
for Horseshoe Crab Regulation 3202. Those persons holding horseshoe 
crab collecting permits in 2006 shall retain their eligibility to apply for a 
commercial horseshoe crab collecting permit once the fishery is re-
opened and must do so by December 31 of each year once the fishery 
is re-opened, or forfeit their eligibility to obtain a horseshoe crab 
commercial collecting permit in subsequent years. 
 
 


